
 
 

 

Dear Diocese of Joliet Catholic School Families and Staff, 
  
We are deeply saddened by this morning’s shooting during school Mass at Annunciation 
Catholic Church and School in Minneapolis. Our condolences go out to the families of 
the students killed and their school and parish community. 
  
This hits close to home not only because this was a shooting at a Catholic school’s first 
school Mass of the school year, but because students were confirmed among the victims. 
It is unusual for something like this to take place at a Catholic church and school. 
Catholic schools are usually smaller, tight-knit communities where faculty, staff, 
students and parents know one another and support each other. 
  
Our school safety protocols in the Diocese of Joliet are designed to minimize risk and 
we continuously look for opportunities to strengthen them. We train and prepare 
principals, students and staff for these types of situations because we are not immune to 
violence. 
  
As our school principals gather tomorrow for our first principal meeting of the new 
school year, we will be reviewing updated safety and emergency preparedness protocols 
with them. Ongoing training at the Diocesan and county level helps strengthen crisis 
management and emergency response in our Diocesan schools, enhancing our efforts to 
remain safe, faith-filled learning spaces. Preparedness and prevention help keep 
everyone safe. 
  
Below are two resources you may find helpful from the American Psychological 
Association: 
 

• Managing your distress in the aftermath of a shooting (apa.org) 
• Helping your children manage distress in the aftermath of a 

shooting (apa.org) 

  
Please join the Catholic Schools Office in thanking God for the first responders and 
remembering the victims and their families in our prayers. 
  
Thank you for entrusting your children to our care. The safety of everyone in our school 
communities is a top priority. 
  
In Peace, 
  
James Quaid, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Catholic Schools 

 

 

https://j7hjnfzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fPyOOKSZZ0BBTTi2USOts-5b2r4zGrmY7knudYR4YjeCeCo5cr-Sr0qy4INIpCa2MF--uLg6OrXosfwV9KitZn87lVwrXKazuAQdU-LrNYNlYAzM3eTSk9sb6wZiuEKM85DChyFJ8c6iqlHD3j2iyrZ0S78uz6_ZdvymVjkEyvNJuRam_s8EK-UbvTA6IdeyPmaDeIp5eYY=&c=aI6uvG76_xKbfiW41bTRkUxaONQefqKU8tfIsz75v6agP8kDrlJAEQ==&ch=9NIG3ogsHafELr72YMLqgAU9Ri_dGpXKdQBwCxiYV850PIwZfgTEUg==
https://j7hjnfzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fPyOOKSZZ0BBTTi2USOts-5b2r4zGrmY7knudYR4YjeCeCo5cr-Sr0qy4INIpCa2OZLY8exS9z1BAXW4Eg0tIf-_TqL_GTZZKQ1sA4Ipkj0CyUIAzbJ1_7rtRt_ygUBJD5DW-pqZhz-suQfGr_2-WBIltUZMgjLK1QS24YawSsFiu2NLRxzMz6aXnOzhDzUOWLPNPBYg3t1KQJBJxuKeyw==&c=aI6uvG76_xKbfiW41bTRkUxaONQefqKU8tfIsz75v6agP8kDrlJAEQ==&ch=9NIG3ogsHafELr72YMLqgAU9Ri_dGpXKdQBwCxiYV850PIwZfgTEUg==
https://j7hjnfzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fPyOOKSZZ0BBTTi2USOts-5b2r4zGrmY7knudYR4YjeCeCo5cr-Sr0qy4INIpCa2OZLY8exS9z1BAXW4Eg0tIf-_TqL_GTZZKQ1sA4Ipkj0CyUIAzbJ1_7rtRt_ygUBJD5DW-pqZhz-suQfGr_2-WBIltUZMgjLK1QS24YawSsFiu2NLRxzMz6aXnOzhDzUOWLPNPBYg3t1KQJBJxuKeyw==&c=aI6uvG76_xKbfiW41bTRkUxaONQefqKU8tfIsz75v6agP8kDrlJAEQ==&ch=9NIG3ogsHafELr72YMLqgAU9Ri_dGpXKdQBwCxiYV850PIwZfgTEUg==

